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WHATS YOUR DEFINITION OF BOATING 

SAFETY?

 Take a moment and ask yourself this question. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQDt1Xk74Mk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQDt1Xk74Mk


U.S. COAST GUARD BOATING SAFETY FACTS & 

STATISTICS

 Ref: 2018 Recreational Boating Statistics, COMDTPUB P16754.32 

19 August 2019

 In 2018, the Coast Guard counted 4,145 accidents that involved 633 

deaths, 2,511 injuries and approximately $46 million dollars of 

damage to property as a result of RECREATIONAL boating 

accidents.

 Where cause of death was known, 77% of fatal boating accident 

victims drowned. Of those drowning victims with reported life jacket 

usage, 84% were NOT wearing a life jacket.

 Operator inattention, improper lookout, operator inexperience, 

machinery failure, and excessive speed rank as the top five primary 

contributing factors in accidents.



Plan, Prepare, Train

 Plan: Create a emergency plan specific to your vessel, 

voyage, and crew. Consider vessel size, propulsion, 

navigation, communication, and safety equipment. 

Consider the area, length of voyage, and port of calls. 

Know your crew. Know their strengths and weaknesses. 

 Prepare: Conduct pre voyage checks. Ensure 

machinery, and electronics are working properly. Ensure 

all safety equipment (required and extra) is on board, 

and in good serviceable condition. 

 Train: Practice executing your emergency plan. Include 

crew and passengers if possible. 



Examples of Required Safety 

Equipment
 Personal Floatation Device: One Type I, II, III or V PFD per person on-

board. PFDs must be Coast Guard approved, wearable by the 
intended user and readily accessible. Must be in Good, Serviceable 
Condition.

 Type IV Throwable Floatation Device: Must be Coast Guard 
approved, readily accessible, and in in Good, Serviceable 
Condition. 

 Flares: Must be Coast Guard approved. Within expiration date

 Fire Extinguishers: Must be Coast Guard approved. One B-II or two B-
I (depending on vessel size)

 Sound Producing Devices: Horn or whistle recommended to signal 
intentions or signal position.



Examples of Required Safety Equipment



Fire Safety

 Have the proper fire fighting equipment required for your vessel. 

 Make sure fire fighting equipment is not expired.

 Know how to use the fire fighting equipment. Whether portable or 

installed, ensure passengers and crew know location and how to 

use as well. 

 Bilge is clean of combustible fluids.



Fire on Board

 Pass your position as soon as possible. Any person onboard should be 

able to do this. Ch16 Emergency Frequency.

 Secure fuel as quickly as possible

 Secure motor (depending on location of Fire)

 Act quick and remain calm (easy to say)

 Try to combat fire in a safe manner.

 Fire Extinguishers

 Buckets

 Installed Fire Fighter Fighting System

 Abandon ship as last resort. 



Flooding on board

 Pass your position as soon as possible. Any person onboard should 

be able to do this. Ch16 Emergency Frequency.

 Locate source of flooding. Could be a hole in the hull, loose shaft 

packing, or a loose fitting on the main deck.

 Try to stop as quick as possible.

 Use anything and everything to plug the hole.

 Use installed bilge pump(s). *If your vessel is equipped them.



U.S. COAST GUARD P-6 DEWATERING PUMP



U.S. COAST GUARD P-6 DEWATERING PUMP

 The Coast Guard P-6 Dewatering Pump Kit consist of the following:

1. Pump engine unit

2. A 15’ long, 3” diameter suction hose with quick disconnect fitting, 

and screen,

3. A 20’ long, 3” diameter fiber reinforced discharge hose with quick 

disconnect fitting,

4. A removable, 3 gal. portable fuel tank, (four hour capacity)

5. A flashlight,

6. A laminated instruction card 

7. A spare pull rope for starting the engine without the recoil starter



U.S. COAST GUARD P-6 DEWATERING PUMP

 WARNING: THIS PUMP IS NOT TO BE USED TO PUMP FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS.

 WARNING: DO NOT USE THIS PUMP BELOW DECKS OR IN CONFINED SPACES

 The four cycle Honda engine runs on regular unleaded fuel and is 

easily started. 

 A throttle control allows the operator the ability to adjust the 

dewatering rate to meet the needs of the emergency. At full 

throttle, the pump is capable of delivering over 250 gallons per 

minute at a 12’ suction lift. Higher discharge rates will be achieved 

at lower suction lifts.



U.S. COAST GUARD P-6 DEWATERING PUMP



FLOAT PLAN U/W CHECKLIST



QUESTIONS?


